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-, January 15, 1954

Dear Joe:

I have been wanting to write you for a long time about the
marriage of your daughter, which, of course, occurred a few
days before Christmas, I sent her a present from Taunton
which I hope she found worthwhile, I have every resson to
believe that the marriage was a beautiful affair and that
the psrents made just as effective sppearance as did the
lovely lady. .

I haven't advanced very far since I sent you the October 19th
writeup because other matters interferped and I had to go to
the Allied side., I am now working again on the Japsnese side.
However, in view of one of your comments enclosed herewith,
with relation to the meaning of the words, "In support of"

I wrote an asdditional -paragraph which I plan to incorporate
in the writeup. It is my hope that this will clear up your
opposition. George Phelan thinks it quite satisfactory. I
should sppreciate your thoughts in the matter,

I have been trying to get the Navy Department to 1lasue you
orders to come back here, but so far I have been ineffective.
It is all a question of money and of policye. ,

You will be interested to know that Mrs., Tanaka has found a
number of documents in the National Archives concerning the

air operations which are of considerable interest. Also

she has found data through the Office of Military History
(Army) on (a) the FOURTH Air Army, (b) the Army Dsily Record

of the war, (o) the Disry of Commander Southwest Area and

(d) the Disry of the Commander of the FIFTH Base Air Force.
Some of these are pretty good, some not so goode The Army
Daily Record is fine because it shows that the Army on October
19th had reports of twentyeeight largé Allied carriers,
fourteen small and forty CVEs off the Philippines. Meanwhile
the Navy reported having sighted sixteen large carriers and
five small ones on the same day. Therefore, the Army statement
that they changed their plans on the 20th because they thought
that they had destroyed the Allled carriers is pure fabrication.
I am taking this up with our Army Historians as they are quite
interested.

Best regards old friend--take care of yourself,
Your old friend,

r.W. BATES




Jenuary 29, 1954

Dear George & Marguerite:

Although I have been a 1little bit slow in writing to yoﬁ to
tell you how much I enjoyed my visit and dinner with you I
ne:;r:h;lo;s appreciated the privilege of seeing you very
mu naeeadq,

As you probably know, I have enjoyed a great friendship with
Yyou for many years and therefore to see you both, after the
long sbsence in Luxembourg, was delightful, I was particular-
ly plesased to observe how well your whole family was, and to
note with delight the happiness of Betty and her husband,
Colonel Ellis seemed as plessed as a little boy over a astick
of candy, and I loved him for it.

As you perhaps know we have had a lot of trouble up hers with
Nature. Not only have we had pretty cold weather;, although
not too bad, but also we have lost two of our better known :
"~ cltizens; notsbly Fanny White snd Louis Bruguiere, Fanny was,
of course, expected to pass on because she had been ill for a
very long time, Louls on the other hand was known to be 111,
but I don't think anyone thought that 1l1l. The loss of Fanny
was a terrific blow to Gus who fought nobly to save her, but
now that she 18 gone everyone knows that it was for the best,
Her estate, which was willed to Gus, was over $125,000,

Louls death was feared, but I sm sure that his sudden depar-
ture into another world was a definite surprise; .

Meny of your old friends ask after you and I have told them
that you wers planning to ootaln a house in Washington, that
your daughter is well, that Ferle was on s spesking tour in
Taxas, and that you both sppeared very happy 1n§eed.

The White funeral msss was held at St. Mery's since, sbout a
week before Panny's desth, she becsme a Roman Catholic. St.
Mary's is not small, but the attendancs was very large includ-
ing many who came from-New York, smong whom were Wargylhe =ad
Marion Wickes and Charley Dunlap. - .




. \ .
.

As for myself, I am standing the climate very well., Per-
haps I sm hardening to the New England weather.

I forgot to say that I told Mr, White snd Mr, Richmond that
Jou were interested in selling your house, but, since I
haven't seen Mr. Norison up here recently, I think that we
will have to aewait for his arrival. I know that he is in-
terested in Beachmound,

Once again, many thanks for the invitation to dinner snd
for the pleasurs of having seen you again, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R.W, BATES

Mr, George Tyson
Sheratén-Park Hotel
Washington, D. C,




Ebhrﬁ!?y 1, ;95h'

Dear "Friend" BErighom:

I am returning to you unanswered your "billet-doux”
concerning the names of candidates for admission te the

Quendecinm,

I am returning it unanswered as. thls method of procedure
1s not in sccordance with the methods of procedure of any
club. Instead, csndidates are voted on by the Admissions
Committee, or as it is better known, the Membership
Committee, in committee meetings and not by check«off
liste : : o

I have personslly expressed a view, which view has been
supported by Admiral Yarnell and was supported also by
Dr. Knowles, and, possibly by Mr. Willlam Whitehouse that
we are not going to load the Club with Navy memberse.

I have no objection to voting in Admiral Varian who will
be here on and off, but I prefer to register my comments
in committee.

I presume from this check=off list you have decided that
this is the only way you can have a meeting at present.
. With this view I naturally do not agree. '
Outside of this "how the hell are you?"

¥ith best regards, I am,

Sincerely,

R.W. BATES

Encl/
Mr, Herbert O. Brigham

91 Rhode Island Avenue
Newport, Rel.

RWB/mub




Pebruery L, 195

Dear Jimmys

It was a great pleasure to receive a Christmas card
from you and to note not only what a.pretty cerd it was
"but how beautifully your headquarters are housede I
wouldntt have expected snything less from Admiral
Mountbattans I suppose that this i1s a new building.
Not only does 1t look it but the bulldings of Malta were
bombed so heavily during World Wer II that a bullding
of this size would not have surviveds I hops that you
are enjoying yourself, In the minds of all of us,
yours is a big job in that you represent the good old
USA in that ares of the world} . '

I have been to Washington a couple of times recently
and I always miss dropping in to see you. However,
today your successor Matt Gardner will be here and I
hope to comment to him about you. . »

Your weather there in the Mediterranean must be delighte
ful, Ours is extraordinary, varying from O°F in Newport
to ebout 50°F in a matter of a day. The temperatures

in the surrounding area have been much lower-e-something
like minus 20, However, for some reason we have all
survi vede=possibly I am becoming hardenedi

There isn't much new to report, The usual problems are
underway in Washingtoneeproblems with which you are much
more familisr than I am., However, I think for your own
good that it 1s well you are not there for the present.
They would try to work you to death, From what I have
seen, the only reason they wouldntt succeed is your
indestructibility.

As you probably know, Dick Conolly has left the War
College and his place 18 being taken temporarily by
Admiral Tommy Robbins who was Chief of Staff and who
will be Chief of Staff again when the new President
arrives., Whom tlet will be we don't inow, but rumors
favor McCormick,




Conolly is now President of Long Island University and
will be inasugurated on the 18th 6f this month. He is
very happy in his new assigmment but he has much more .
to do then he had planned on. The University apparently -
18 not in too good shape, perticularly financially, but
Conolly is confident he will get it ship-shape preaentlye.

With best wishes for e ocontinued happy oruise and with
many thanks for your Christmas card, 1 em, as ever,

Your old friend,

R,W. BATES

Vice Admiral Jemes Fife, USKN

U.S8. Kaval Deputy,

Commander in Chief, Allied Forces,
Medi terranean

Navy Noe 21;0 .

o/o Fleet Post Office

New York, N.Y.
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February 5, 1954

Dear Joe:

By the time you receivs this you will have received your
invitation to the Global Strategy Discussions, I know :
that that is what{ you wished and since it i3 what I wished
also, I am glad that it has culminated satisfactorily.

There wasn!'t any question sbout it, but the -ieting Presi-
dent of the Naval War College, Rear Admirael Thomas H.
Robbins, Jr., USN, couldnt't get himself orientated and
there was apparently pressure from other sources which
caused him to delay on acting on most of the invitations,
In faoct thoz are onlg going out now, Your invitation 1is
one of the "At large"™ so you are not in the Commsandantts
quota., I hope you haventt been concerned about the de-
lay, but you might have known that it would be 0.K.

Thank you for the newspaper oclippings about your "great
buddy® Jimmy Roosevelt. I am sorry about the whole

affeir and I am not at all sure that it is true., There
may be some truth In it, but since I know one of the women
soncerned quite well I would suspect that, in her case at
least, it 13 ocut of the gquestion,

I am looking forward to seeing you here in June!
With very best regards, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R, W, BATES

Mpr, J. Joseph Sulllvan
Attorney and Counsellor at Law
ONE ELEVER Sutter Street

8an Francisco 4, California




February 8, 1954

My dear Mr, Daniel:

Although I have been somewhat slow in writing to you in
answer to your very kind letter of January 6th, I know that
you have received a reply from Admirsl Heffernan because he
spoke to me in Washington about it,. '

For your information, I cannot help you at all at present
because we are nowhere nearly advenced to the Battle for
Leyte Gulf proper, We are writing up the day of the lande
ings which was October 20th so that five days more are
required before the battle of Surigao Strait.

I cannot answer your querles about the planes although I _
remember seeing them myselfe«that is I think I doe~-although
memory being so deceptive I would be reluctant to firm up
the idea at this moment. I have no doubt that you scould
write a good article on this whole affair,

Unfortunately, even if I had completed this study it would

not be available to you since it 1s classified "confidential”
and has a very limited distribution within the Kavy. The
Battle of Surigao Strait was, as you say, very suoccessful

and probably was the last battle of its type. However, there
are a lot of events in that action which require clarification
eand I hope to accomplish this in my study.

I have not used the extracts I took from your Volume because
what we are doing here i3 a "blow=byeblow” account based
primarily on official documents, which often is different
from sn account based on memory. Therefore, I have had to
confine myself to the study of the reports, dispatches,

and so forth, in order to arrive at the actual story.

I don't want any particular oredit by any writer for my share
in the Battle of Surigao Strait, no matter what my share
might have been. The Commander was Admiral Oldendorfeeto him
belongs the credit just as surely as would the condemnation
had he failed,

I wish I could tell you more about this battle but there
isn't much to say as I pointed out in the begiming. The




study here is a very intimate techniocal affair and therefore

~ is of a type quite alien to your mamer of writing, or to that
of any other writer or historian that I know of. It is dry

and definitely objective, :

Some day, in a few years, perhaps, when we have finished
this study you might get permission for us to give you the
information, both positive and negative, that you desire. I
wish that we could do it now, but we haven't the information
~yet and when we do get 1it,it would take a Washington

release. =
If you are around this way I should be glad to see you.

With very best regards, I am,

Sincersly yours,

R.,W. BATES

Mr, Hawthorne Daniel
37 Standish Avenue
Tuckahoe 7y N.Y.

RWB:mub»




February 15, 1954

Dear Admirsl Kalbfus:

I am returning to you herewith your original copy of the
comments by Doctor Murdook on Sound Military Descision and
the memorandum which you prepared for Captain Judge. I
am also enclosing herewith s number of coples for your
gso. Should you desire riore, I will be happy to supply
hem,

I want to thenk you very much for your kindness in loaning
these paspers and authorizing us to use them. ‘

I will see you on Februsry 22nd at the keading Roome I
am going to Wash;ngton tomorrou nj.ght.

With very best regards, I am,
Your old friend,

R.W. BATES
Admira) Edward C., Kalbfus, USN {Ret)
Miantonomi Avenue
Hewport, R.I.
Encl/

RWB:mwb




February 27, 1954

.. Dear Diocks

I hope that you haven't felt that I have been ungrateful .
not to have written, ere, this, to express to you my
pleasure at being your guest at the L,.I.U, Inauguration
ceremonies, However, I caught a fearful cold on my trip to
Washington and New York, and I have been more or less
"hors de ocombat."™ Today I am showing signs of improvement
and my cold, which has stayed in my hesd, is gradually re-
tiring, I hope by the time you srrive here next week I
will be in reascnsbly good shape.

I want to tell you how thoroughly I enjoyed the insugurstion
preceedings, I didn't even object to the dalay which was
occasioned possibly in psrt, because the guests of prominence
wished a drink, You did a fine Job in both the insuguration
ceremony and at the dinner. T thought that your comments had
character- as did other people arcund me. You have obviously
made a lot of friends around New York already, and I feel oon-
fident that as the MOGULS get to know you, you will conquer
them just as you conquered Newport. -

The affalr in the Starlight Room was very good indeed~ the
food excellent. I liked my seat on the Dias and I hope that
there I reflected adequately your old Alms Mater- the Navel
War College. -

‘Admiral MoCormick showed up here the other day. I am sure he
will be a fine successor to your sble self, and I feel that
Iéﬁli?bvnl be likg wise for Helen. Lynde says that he wsnted

8 JoD very much because he thinks it highl important in
modern l&'asnra:zl..y Warfare and secondly because ﬁg ¥eels that he has
much to give inview of his recent assignments,

Once again iet me thank you very much for inviting me to your
dinner and for making me youvguest at your home, I felt and
fesl highly honored. ,

With best regerds to you and yours; I am, as ever,

Your old friend,
Admiral Richard L. Conolly, USE(Ret)
Prealdent, Long Island University
385 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn 1, New York R. W, BATES




March 2. 1951;

Dear Jack:

I have been quite slow in writing to you to congratulate
you on your promotion to Rear Admiral,

My failure to write you is due to the fact that I was away
for one week and then I caught & cold, which I still have,
I just couldn't write, Now, however, I feel mmch better,
80 I am writing to tell you of how pleased I am that the
selection board saw fit to choose you out of the many for

a job where, in case of war, you will be called upon to
assist the Navy in the prosecution of its objectives. This,
from what I have seen of you, you can well do} Your handle
ing of the Navy League in New York, your great assistance
here at Global Strategy, your ability to mske and retain
powerful friends and your successes in the business world,
all plainly indicate your high standard of sccomplishments.

I wanted you to be promoted and I am glad that you got it,.
Some people may wonder why a businessmen i{s made a Rear
Admiral and yet they forget that a Reserve Rear Admiral, as
well as many Regular Rear Admirals, are not expected to
fight battles, but are expected to assist in the sdvancement
of sea power without which the nation cannot long survive.

I vas awfully sorry to hear thet you had lost your kneecap,
but I am sure that anything that Mayos did about 1t 1is
correct, and I am sure that your leg will be almost as good
as new, Ferhaps the good Lord wants to slow you down a
little bit, and has chosen this method rather than some
much more serious illness ss8 a cautlionary device,

Dick Conolly will be here tomorrow and I look forward to see-
ing him, He is a fine friend and a capable gentleman. I am
sure that the whole War College will view his return with
interest and pleasuré, even if for only one day.




®* - .

Give my very kindest regards to your family, to Joe
Frager, who's daughter took $5.00 from me the tther night
at Canasta, and to the other members of your ataff whom
I kmowe.

Once again Jack, congratuletions on your promotion and with
very best regerds, I am, . . )

Your old friend,

R.W. BATES

Reer Admirsl John J. Bergen, USNR
John J. Bergen & Company

4O Wall Street

New York, N,.,Y.
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2 April 1954

Dear Ham:

I received your announcement of a PT reunion to be held
at Boston on April 9th with mingled emotions., This is
because I should like very much to attend this meeting,
the more so because so far as I know it is the first

one that we have had for sometime.,. However, I am unable
to attend it because, on the night of April 9th, the War
College 1s giving a show here and the President of the
War College and I are giving a joint party for it.

Please give my best regards to the members of the New
England Peter Tare and my sincere regrets at my 1lnability
to be present, :

I hope that you will extend my regrets to Mr. Hudson, I

am sure that his asddress will be very timely, and very
interesting, I should have liked very much to hear him.

With best regards to everyone, I am,
Very sincerely yours,

R. W, BATES,
Rear Admiral, USN (Ret)

Mr, H, Holton Wood
6 Wampatuck Road
Deham, Massachusetts




6 April 1954

Dear Dick:

the matter of Mr, William Zeckendorf
nd find that his nasme has been. in Washington
month and that as yet he has not been
cleared, They are very slow in this matter in Washington
and properly so, However, I expest to hear shortly that
he 1s cleared. I will then advise you of the developments,

Thank you very much for your comments regarding Admiral
Struble's performance, I have used the second write-up
rather than the first, but I will probably inslude some-
thing about trying to save lives of the Filipinos who
came to the landing beaches,

There isn't much new to report., The situaticn is well
in hand and all hands are sarrying out the Conolly

policies which are.now, and continue to be, highly effecte
ive. ‘ : :

I hope to see you presently.,
VWith best regerds %o you and Helen, I am, as ever,
Your old friend,

R.W, BATES

Admirasl R.L. Conolly, USN(Ret)
President, Long Islang Unlversity
385 Flatbush Avenue Extension
Brooklyn 1, New York




9 April 1954

Dear Dick:

This morning we received word from Washington that Mr,
Zeckendorf had been cleared, so his invitation will
immediately be forthcoming.

The reasons for the delay are not known.

I find out now that Mr. Zeckendorf!s name along with
many others has been in Washington for clearance since
last October. We only got him cleared by ocalling up
on the telephone and by asking for speclsal action on
some of the names, one of which, of course, was Mr.
Zeckendorf, :

I note that your frriends, Van Atten, Willie Hearst, Jr.
and Sulgzberger have all accepted.

My very best to you and Helen and with very best wishes
for the Easter Seascn, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R.W, BATES

Admirel Richard L. Conolly, USN(Ret)
President, Long Island University
385 Flatbush Avenue Extension
Brooklyn 1, New York




April 15, 1954

Dear Reg:

This is 4n repl; to your letter of April 5th relative to
the Casino and "Fuzzy" Theobald's book.

With regards to the Casino, I am not quite sure. As far
as I am concerned it would be quite satisfactory to have
" a box with you although I generally give my box away to
the officers in my office, which I cannot do 1f I share
it with enyone. Last year the question arose whether I
would share a box with Kitty Jonnason. Finally, 1t was
decided in the negative for the reasons stated, I will
chesk up over this weekend as to whether there are any
500d boxes. Actually, although I have had a box, the

social lions™ prefer to have an umbrella., I will look
into that matter also and will advise you.

Don't feel that I am acting in a negative mammer here, ,
because I am note I would like nothing better than to sit
there with you 80 please don't feel this closed until I
get the dope from the Casino.

Of course, I knew that Draper had made hls number as
Captain. I told you long ago that there was nothing to it
for two reasons: (1) Because he is quite a capable
officer and (2) because there is no promotion to Captain
as it wes in our day. When I made Captain only 60% were
promoted, now it is 90%, I think that if Draper keeps

ug the good work he will have an excellent chance for his
o 8L« .

I thought "PFuzzy" Theobald'!s book was very well done and
could be correct. I have never studied Pearl Harbor from
the inside here nor has anyone elae. However, I thought
that Admiral Stark's reply as well as General Marshallts
to the querz a8 to what they thought of the book shows
that "Puzzy”" was pretty nearly right. Both of the above
gentlemen instead of saying 1t was untrue (if it was




untrue th‘y oould readily say so) hid behind the fact
that they had already testifled and had nothing more
to saye. .

With best regards to you and to your family and particulare
ly with my greetings for the Easter Season, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R.,W. RATES

Vice Admiral J.L. Kauffman, USKN(Ret)
President

Jefferson Medlical College & Medical Center
Philadelphia 7, Pa.




22 April 1954

Dear Phil:

I know you won't 1like this and I don't like it either,
but a sltuation has developed in New York conserning
(1) film of the Battle of Savc Island and (2) the
annual bangquet of the PT Boat Sodiety, which forces me
to be in New York on Friday the 30th rather than in
Washington,

As regards the former, as you perhaps know, I am making

a8 film of the Battle of Savo Island whioh must be finished
by June 30th. It is essential that I regiew this film as
its parts are ready, otherwise time will be lost. The
firm called me and asked for April 30th. I tried to change
the date to an earlier date, but that was not satisfaoctory,
As regards the latter, as you perhaps also know, I was

the Commander of the Motor Torpedo Boats Pacific Fleet and
I was to have had an enormous command for the last operate
ions against Japan. In New York there is a large PT Boat
Soclety which has s three day meeting once each year

which culminates in a dimner at the New York Yacht Club.
The dinner this year is to be on April 30th. I tried to
get out of this dimner on the firm ground that I might

be in Weshington, but I was called on the phone by one of
the better known members and was asked to be present.

The combination of the two 1tems above has been great
enough to force me to deny myself the privilege of seeing
you.

I am very sorry about this because I should like to have
seen you in your quarters, and to have seen the Marines
put on that brilliant parade which I have heard so much
about,

I had expected, despite all of this, to be in Washington
next week before going to New York, but that hasn't panned
out either because Commender Bowker of my staff is being




detached next week which is at lesast one month shead of
schedule, which makes it necessary for me to remain here
until the last minute.

I don't know when you are leaving for EKorea, but I feel it
may be pretty soon. If I dont't see you before you go over=
seas I wish you well. My assoclations with you and your
wife have been very fine indeed and I think that your effect
on the ¥War College has been very favorable indeed,

FNow that I know what I am going to do, I will drop a note
to Marge.

Give my best regards to my friend General Shepherd, You
might tell him for me that I was quite disappointed to see
the number of the senior Marine generals going on the
retired list, I hope that it meets with his approval.

With very best regards to you and Marge, I am, as ever,
Your old friend,

R.W. BATES

Colonel Jemes P. Berkeley, USMC
Commarnding Officer

Marine Barracks

8th & Eye Streets, E

Washington, D.C.




April 28, 1954

Deer Admirsl ¥Fewitt:

I suppose when you recelve this letter from me you will
be in Europe, which should be very delightful to you as
you heve so wany Iriends there.

These friends do not base thelr frlendship entirely on good
fellowshlip, but base 1t, in part, on their recognition

of your great sccomplishments 1ln World War II. Although :
I have néyer Telt that you have ever received adequete publi®h-
recognitien for your services, I think it well to inform you
that the rank in the Navy well know, and appreciate, what

you have accomplisheds Do you thinlz, for example, thst I
would ask you to give up your time to studi my analysis of
the Battle for Leyte Gulf if I did not feel that you had one
of the outstanding military brains extant? In this connecte
ion I remember what Admiral Kinkaid sald to me one day, "Why
do you have Admiral Hewltt read your studles?" I said,
"Because these are Pacific batiles where he haes no personsal
interest and because I consider his strategical and tactical
brain very superior.” And frankly, he hasn't bothered me
since.

As you say, we are getting a new President of the War
College who takes command next Monday. I am sure that he
will be a welcome additlion. to the War College. Admiral
Robbins has been doing very well lIndeed, but no one can
f£i11l the Chair ol the President of the War College without
the full authority that goes with 1t.,

I don!'t know when you will get back, but I assure you that

the Volume will awailt your Jjudgement and will not be publicate
ed until you have given it the once-over. You have read
Volume I--thet was the Volume you read several years ago.
Volume II is the one I wish you to read now, and Volume III

is well along., Another Volume, not yet numbered, the Battle
of Surigao Straits, will be finished Junec 30the. Perhaps

vou will be able to review that also.

Admiral Conolly seems to be enjoying his new job. There
is much more to it than collecting money. His organization
1s weak, hls staff in many cases ancient, and his finances




® e

under no direct control of anybody. As a consequence he
has had his troubles, but it is only by facing problems
that we can conquer them and he is doing just this.

Fugzzy Theohald wes here last week and is basking in the

national recognition his book has given him. He is

receliving 150 letters per day and numerous requests to

%ec;gre et a good fees I think that there 1s much to the
00 :

With best regards to you end Floride and with hopes that

your European Jaunt 1s as nice as you anticipate and that
upon your return to the Stafes this summer you will be 4n
fine fettle to attack my problems, I am, as ever,

Yourr 0ld friend,

R,W. BATES

Admiral H. Kent Hewitt, USK(Ret)
"Foretop"
Orwell, Vermont




"HAIL TO OUR JULIA" M

SHEHEHENEE
Hail to our Julia
Canastas!' great Queenl
LA S
Flower of "The Miery's" and
Many a man's dream.
% %
We gather around thee
To celebrate thy birth,

And give thanks to the Lord

Who placed thee on earth,

3 3% 3¢
We note that the past
Has kept thee a belle,
We hope that the future
Will do just as welll

3 3 3
We want thee to know
Thet thee we do love.
We wish thee all happlness
From heaven above,

3 % 3%
Hail to our Julial
And this is our pleaw=
May there ever be many

Happy Birtidays for theel




June 30, 1954

Dear Georgo:

Last night I gave a dinner party at the Clambake
Cludb for seventy-eight guests.

The dinner turned out admirably and Judging from the
messages received today, was especially well handled.

A lsrge share of the credit for the success of this
dinner is due to your manager, Mr, Chris Jeroms. I
dont*t think that I could have succeeded so well
without his freely given, able and extremely helpful,
advice and assistsnce. He worked very hard in
rebuilding the large table to my speciflications, and
the design of the floral decorations which were very
effective, was generally his. The food, chosen
largely on his advice, was very well prepsared, and
the service was surprisingly good in view of the
large number of guests.

I desire, therefore, to commend Mr. Jerome to you
and to tell you what a great credit both he and
his able staff, are to the Clambaske Club.

With very best regards, I am,

Sincerely yours,

R.W. BATES
Rear Admirsl, USN

—~

Mr. Geiige Warren
President
Clembake Club

137 Bellevue Avenue
ﬂeﬁport, R.I.




2 July 1954

Dsar Commander Smithg

I have bezen referred to you by Rear Admiral T, He. Robbins
the Chief of Staff of the Naval War Collegee

In inventorying my medals I find that the following medals
are missing,

(a) American Defense Service ledal
(b) American Area Medal

(¢) AstaticePacific Area HMedal

(d) World War II Viectory Hedal

(¢) National Defense Service Medal

It is understood that no medal is involved in "Navy Unit
Commendation® and in "Philippine Liberation", If the Navy
Unit Commendation does include a medal I have never recelved
ite '

I have my Navy Cross and My Legion of Herit in thelr
original display boxes, I should like to retain them. If
this is possible I require a Navy Cross and a Lezion of
Merit medal in addition,

I would be interested in learning whether or not 1 ever
received the missing medals,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W« BATES
Head WWII Battle Evaluation
Group

Lisutenant Commander E. P. Smith, USN
Director, Medals and 4Awards Division (Pers B4)
Bureau of Naval Personnel '

Department of the Navy

Washington 25, De C,




July 2, 1954

Dear Dick & Helen:

Although I am & few days late in acknowledging your
courtesy in having me as your house guest several weeks
ago, I went you to know that I enjoyed myself thoroughly.

I always like to come to your "home" because there is a
lot of happiness sround there.

I think that in the Springtime and Summer with the flowers
and the green grass and the cold breegzes blowing through
your house you are in a delightful position. If you, Diock,
are as oool in {our air-cooled office as you, Helen, are
1:hyogr air-cooled home, you both should be very contented
indeed!

I gave a dinner party at the Clambake Club the other night
for Admiral and Mrs., McCormick to introduce them to the
looal populace, and it was very well received. If you will
remember, I wanted to give a party for you when you first
arrived here, but you turned me down. I was sorry about 1t,
but your farewsell party was so successful that I felt that
perhaps it wes just as well.

I havent't heard anything from Jack Bergen since he left
here, so whether he is displeased with the College, with
the situation here, or with me, I don't know. Anyway, he
is a great fellow, and I am very fond of him.

The weather here is foggy, but cool and therefore very
pleasant, ' ‘

With very best regards and again, with many thanks, I am,
88 over,

Your old friend,

R.W. BATES

Admiral & Mrs, Richard L. Conolly, USN(Ret)
President, Long Island University

385 Flatbush Avenue Extension

Brooklyn 1, New York
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July 16, 1954

Dear Mrs., O!'Brien:

In accordance with the wishes of Mr. Robert Goelet, I am
sending you the names of the following officers for invi-
tation to hils cocktail party to be held, I believe, the
end of this month. ’

The list only includes Plag Officers and their wives, If
you desire some Captains as well, I will send you those
names later,

Vice Admiral and Mrs, Lynde D, McCormick
President House, U.S. Naval War College,
Newport, R.I.

Rear Admiral and Mrs. Thomas H. Robbins
Quarters No, 1, Fort Adams,
Newport, R.I.

Rear Admirel and Mrs, Charles C, Hartman

- Commander Destroyers, Atlantlic Fleet,
U.S.S. YOSEMITE (AD-19), c/o Fleet Post Office,
Newport, R.I.

Rear Admirsl and Mrs, Joseph H, Wellings
Commender, U,S. Naval Base,
Newport, R.I,.

Rear Admiral and Mrs, Donsald C. Varian
Commender Destroyer Flotilla TWO,

U.S.S. ARCADIA (AD-23), c/o Fleet Post Office,
Newport, R,I.

Rear Admiral end Mrs., William G. Cooper
Commander Destroyer Flotills SIX,

U.S.3. CASCADE (AD-18), c/o Fleet Post Office,
Newport, R.I.

Rear Admiral Richard W. Bates
U.S. Naval War College,
Newport, R.I.

With very best regards, I am,
Sincerely,

litd AT
Mrs. Anns O!'Brien R. W, BATES

Bailey'!s Beach,
¥ewport, R.I.




August 10, 1954

Dear Admiral:

Just a line to tell you and Mrs. Nimitz
how pleased I was to have the privilege

of seeing you again in your charming home,
You are very happlily domiciled there, and:
I liked very much the manner with which
you are constantly improving your property.

My particular pleasure in this visit was 4n
noting that you, Admirael, were looking very
well indeed. I was happy to tell Admirel
McCormick this morning how wonderful you
really look. I saw that with a little sur-
prise perhaps, because last summer when I
saw you, I thought you did not look too well.
Admirsl McCormick was delighted to hear of
the fine shape that both you and Mrs. Nimitz
are In and to hear of how happy you are in
your Berkeley surroundings. I told Admiral
McCormick about your trip to Europe and of
how much you enjoyed your Mediterranesn
section of that trip.

I was glad to note that you had received
Volume I of the study of the Battle for Leyte
Gulf. Volume II is completed and will be in
the hands of the critics within a matter of
days and wlll probably coms out next summer.
This volume rslates to the operations of Rear
Admirel Oldendorf with the advance forces and
covers the period from the sighting of his .
command off the Eastern entrance to Leyte Gulf
by the Japanese at 0719 October 17th until
2400 October 19th, st which time the Allled
Mein Forces were passing through the FEastern
entrance to Leyte Gulf,




I recollect that you told me that you had
some data which contains your own viewpoints
on the Battle for Leyte Culf., I wonder if I
ocould get that information from you so that
when I come to the main battle I will have at
hand the thoughts of the Commander in Chief,
Peclific Fleeot.

Iffyour son-in-law and dsughter are remaining
on Cape Cod for sny period of time I should
appreclate your courtesy if you would let me
know so that I can do something sbout it., I
want to say to Mrs. Nimitg, that I couldn't
have been more pleased when I saw her in San
Franclisco at the St. Francis and noted the
friendly mammer in which I was greeted. She
is & very fine person!

With best regards to you and yours, I sm,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES

Fleet Admirsl Chester W. Nimitz, USN
728 Santa Barbara Road,
Berkeley 7, California




13 August 1954

Dear Mrs, Wilson:

I have just returned from Californias where I have
been for three weeks and I am therefore writing to
you to thank you for the information which you sent
me relatlve to my reading of the lesson at Trinity
Church in conjunction with the British Admiral. I
also want to thank you for the book on the Laminations
of the Prophet Jerimish which you sent me. I shall
study it presently,

While in California I was reminded of the fact that
my old friend, Andrew Wilson, spent 2 goodly portion
of his parly life there and made many friends in the
whole area. There is an o0ld statement that the "evil
that men do lives after them, the good is oft intoned
in their bones™. This i1s certainly not true in the
case of Andrew., Wherever I go I hear friendly words
about him,

My trip to the Coast was par tly pleasure and partly

business. Pleasure was in the Bochemian Grove where

I met many old friends and restored some of my lost

vigor. Buelness had to do with my own family estate
which now seems to be falrly cleared up.

I look forward to seeing you presently at which time
I will fedk you more about my operations, Until then,
let me wish you 2ll the happiness in the world}

Very sinecerely yours,

R, W. BATES

Mrs. Andrew Chalmers Wilson
"Ayrault House™, 45 Catherine Street

Newport, R,I.




13 August 1954
Dear Admiral Hewitt:

Thank you for your letter of July 6th, which contained
the fine Iinformation that you had completely recovered
from your virus pneumonia, I didn't know that you were
sick, so I have not been worriéd about you. I have been
away In Californias and only returned on Tuesday so that
I have been unable to answer your letter until now.

I sm anxious to have you review Volume II of the study
of the Battle for lLeyte Gulf and would apprecilate a word
from you that you are ready to receive it now. If you
are ready I will send it to you immediately. This Volume
II covers the period from the sighting of Réar Admirsl
Oldendorf's forces at the entrance to Leyte by the Japanese
at 0719 on 17 October until the movement into the Gulf of
the transports at 2400 on 19 October. I had considerable
opportunity in this volume to discuss seapower and the
Japanese concepts toward 1t, and I shall be interested in
your reactions toward my philosophies,

I am sorry you feel quite as strongly as you do regarding
Admiral Theobald's book., Of course, you were a one-man
investigation board on the Pearl Harbor disaster and should
have better information than most, I don't accept Admiral
Theobald's book as correct but I do think there are some
points in 1t that bear further study. The Admiral's son
thinks that the more criticism it gets, the more it will
sell, You will be interested to know that Admiral Theobald
received meny requests from various organizations throughout
the country to address them, so his book didn't entirely
fall on stony ground,

I don't blame you for feeling concerned over inferences that
you were biased, From what I have known of you throughout
your Naval career, you were never a man to be bilased, Some~
times a term like that 1s employed to prove ones point, even
though not true. Such employment 1s recognized as a means
to an end, but it 1is not a very good means as it often has
repercussions agalnst the writer.




Give my best regards to Mrs., Hewitt, and congratulations
on your recovery. Things are going along beautifully at
the War College and Admiral McCormick is proving to be a
tip-top president. All is well,

Your old friend,

R. W. BATES

Admiral H. Kent Hewitt, USN(Ret)
"Foretop®
Orwell, Vermont
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August 25, 1954

Dear Dr. Sprague:

I cannot tell you how much T en joyed
recelving your little "billet-doux"
goncerning the picture of myself in
Hollday. Everyone seems to think the
pPlcture 1s a good one and I have received
letters thereon from several places in
the world, believe it or not.

Actually, if it means anything to you,
the picture was taken last Year, right

after you had given me =& ongse~over,
Naturally I felt fine!

18 good, as you suggest,
rtainly was not smoking s cigar,
I do not smoke, and if Your secretary had
checked the medical record on me she would
have discovered that fact. Also, I was g
little surprised by your comment that my
color was good becmuse you told me one day,
quote: "It doesn't make much differsnce how
well you look = the only good thing you
have in your 1ife is the advanced age of
your parents®, I have been working on that
principle ever since. Am T in error? B

I am investigating at present the Battle for
Leyte Culf which will take some years, I
‘have already finished one volume. Sofur it
hasn't put me in Jail, to spite.ths fact that
i1t was very critiecsl,

I have been away for the past month in
California where I attended the Bohemian -
Grove; where « except for a kind of back”
sprain I got in swimming - I had a most

en joyable time;

-




I think that I am about due for a check
with you so if you will designate one or
more days 1n September sc that I can make
a cholece I shall be very happy to check
in, not only because I would like to know
_how I really am, but also to say "hello"

to an old friend who is so rarely in his
office that his secretary has to sign his
personal letters,

I hope that your absence was due to the

fact that you were on a holiday. Doctor

Bates suggests (for free) that you must

have more time to fish and play lest you
be missing another day.

Best regards
Cordially yours

R. W. BATES

Dr. Howard B. Sprague, ¥.D.
1180 Beacon Street
Brookline 46, Massachusetts
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